


ncomes are highly skewed in Swaziland. An anal-
ysis of the 1994-95 Swaziland Household Income

and Expenditure Survey (SHIES) suggests that the
richest 10 percent of the population control almost 40
percent of total earned income. In contrast, the poorest
40 percent of the population control 14 percent of total
earned income. Economic inequality is found to be
high in both the rural and urban areas of Swaziland.

Major Challenges

Gender Inequality
Gender inequality is at the center of Swaziland’s pov-
erty problem, as suggested by the fact that the majori-
ty of poor households are those headed by women. An
increase in female-headed households stems from var-
ious factors, including male worker migration, higher
death for men and divorce rates.

Strengthening NGOs
NGOs must be strengthened through government
subvention. The government must also effectively uti-
lize the NGOs close proximity to the poor and their
relative efficiency in service delivery. An NGO policy
must be developed.

Agricultural Productivity
Challenges include: lack of credit facilities for SNL
farmers; poor infrastructure; limited opportunities for
product marketing; out-of-date technology; inade-
quate extension services, reoccurring drought and the
absence of a policy on Agriculture.

Domestic resource mobilization
The success of the PRS depends in large part on its
ability to mobilize mass support and participation of
the poor, as these people understand the nature, caus-
es and possible solutions to socio-economic challenges
that their communities face.

Policy Coordination and
Implementation

Limited institutional arrangements, poor capacity
building, and weak information dissemination and
monitoring inhibit effective policy coordination in
Swaziland. There is a need to strenghten the PPCU.

Supportive Environment

The NDS places poverty reduction
at the center of the country’s development effort.

As demonstrated in the PRS,
Acknowledges the requirement for a policy shift to-
wards pro-poor spending.

The government acknowledges that
meaningful improvement in the lives of rural Swazi
people lies in their ability to access and make optimum
use of land as their major productive resource. There
is a draft land policy that was approved by cabinet and
is awaiting approval from other government struc-
tures. Furthermore, a draft copy of the Resettlement
Policy, which will serve to guide land use for optimum
gain, has been promulgated but not ratified.

Part of government’s broad policy
objective has been to increase efforts to attract  FDI,
which has been declining in the past decade. Tangible
efforts in this area were seen in the establishment of
SIPA.

Priorities For
Development Assistance

The expected ratification of the
2003 Draft Constitution may address issues relating to
the millennium development poverty reduction goal,
including resource allocation and adoption of pro-
poor government expenditure patterns.

Support is required for agricultural and rural
development in terms of improved water supply for
irrigation and generally support to the PPCU for im-
proved policy formulation.

The government’s efforts at reducing poverty
have revolved around the creation of micro-projects in
the form of credit schemes, that are geared towards
entrepreneurship, and income generation for the poor
and the establishment of an SME unit within the Min-
istry of Enterprise and Employement.
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ccording to the CSO, in 1996, SNL contributed
only 1 percent of the GDP. A large proportion

of the Swazi population, about 90,000 households, is
still engaged in small-scale agriculture.

At the household level, food security is threatened by
HIV/AIDS, as women are drawn into home-based car-
ing for ill relatives, thereby affecting domestic food
production.

There has been a recent policy shift to incorporate food
security, owing to the failure of an earlier policy to
guarantee against hunger and malnutrition.  The main
thrust of the policy is to attain food security through
employment and income generation from agricultural
sources, raising agricultural productivity on SNL as
well as attaining food security from a combination of
home grown food, proper food storage and cash gen-
erated from other activities.

Government, in its pursuit of food security, initiated
plans for agricultural diversification into small stock
farming, including fish, pigs, chicken, goats and other
small livestock.

Major Challenges

The main challenge is for government to find
innovative ways to change rigid inhibiting attitudes
towards alternative drought-resistant crops.

Change the land tenure system which
currently prevents individuals from using SNL as
collateral for securing loans.

Provide access to irrigation water for SNL
smallholders.

Disaster preparedness  - improve the
functioning of the national disaster task force.

Unaffordability of agricultural inputs, lack of
savings, unemployment, limited capacity building  for
SNL farmers leading to a vicious circle of food insecu-
rity.

Supportive Environment

The NDS recognizes the need for making the
attainment of food security a central objective of gov-
ernment policy.

The government’s policy on food produc-
tion/agriculture aims to achieve food security in the
rural sector through a combination of homegrown
food, proper food storage and cash generated from
other activities.

If the government’s bill to create 99-year land
leases on SNL is approved, this may encourage the
poor to invest in the land, preserve it, and use it as
security for obtaining credit for food production.

Priorities For
Development Assistance

More financial assistance is required to
address the multi-faceted nature of the problem of
poverty and food security.

In view of the drought–prone situation, the
government needs up-scaled financial and technical
support towards intensifying the campaign for diversi-
fication to drought–resistant food crops and seed mul-
tiplication. Research and training institutions must be
strengthened and deepened.

Promotion of high value crops for exports.

Support for diversification into animal farming
for small-scale farmers, such as rearing fish, chickens,
pigs, goats, etc, for income generation. Investigate and
implement other innovative approaches to agriculture.
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