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Notes

                                    
1 The lack of accountability   of  the post-independence government is related to the under-development of
the concept of citizenship and participatory democracy. The colony conditioned the majority of Zimbabweans
to acquiesce and comply with decisions and actions taken by politicians, regardless of their independent
thoughts on the issues. They were compelled to act as no more than unquestioning recipients, and the cost
of non-compliance was always excessive.

2 This is not to absolve the free market of its numerous exclusions and excesses, which lock out the
majority poor from the premises of national governance, especially those of policy formulation and
implementation.

3 This position is taken on the basis of indications that the magnitude of the economic crisis will eventually
push Mugabe to capitulate.

4 N Bhebe and T Ranger, ’Introduction’, in N Bhebe and T Ranger (eds), The historical dimensions of democracy and human rights in

Southern Africa, vol 2, Harare, University of Zimbabwe, 2002.

5 B Raftopoulos and T Yoshikuni (eds), Sites of struggle: Essays in Zimbabwe=s urban history, Harare,
Weaver Press, 1999.

6 N J Kriger, AThe politics of creating national heroes: The search for political legitimacy and national
identity@, in N Bhebe and T Ranger (eds), Soldiers in Zimbabwe=s liberation war, London, James Currey,
1995.The war also had innumerable positives and was, indeed, responsible for entrenching the culture of
resistance to repression around which the current pro-democracy movements have been created.

7 I Mandaza (ed), Zimbabwe: The political economy of transition, 1980-86, Dakar, CODESRIA, 1986.This was
achieved through three devices: the introduction of a bi-cameral legislature to safeguard white minority
interests; the entrenchment for five years of twenty common roll seats for the white minority; and the
entrenchment of the property clause for ten years.

8 Substantial resources went into providing primary healthcare, basic education and infrastructure
development and housing.

9 There were many instances in which conservative white groups used human rights as a shield to preserve
their colonial privileges and interests.

10 State security agencies were responsible for the disappearance, murder and abduction of over 30 000
civilians. These atrocities were frightening in their magnitude and the fact they targeted persons of a
particular ethnic group, the Ndebele.

11 For example, this legislation became the basis for the ultimate deportation of  Shadreck  Gutto in 1988 as
well as the detention without trial of student and labour leaders in the same year.

12 Given that the pronouncements by both Mugabe and Innocent Nkala amounted to saying, ‘we will
annihilate the Ndebele’, the mandate of the Fifth Brigade and CIO would necessarily have been so broad as
to include anything and everything. In any event, most potential witnesses fled the country or went into
hiding.

13 See Journal of Social Change and Development No 17 Special Issue (1987).

14  J Moyo, Voting for democracy: A study of electoral politics in Zimbabwe, Harare, University of Zimbabwe,
1992, p 30.

15 Sunday Mail, 14 June 1992; Herald, 15 June 1992.

16 Such as Shadreck Gutto,  Kempton Makamure,  Welshman Ncube,  Jonathan Moyo,  Geoff Feltoe,
Solomon Nkiwane, Godfrey Kanyenze and Themba Dlodlo

17 F B Schiphorst, Strength and weakness: The rise of the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) and
the development of labour relations 1980-1985, unpublished dissertation, University of Leiden, 2001.

18 This notion of social exclusion became a key mobilization tool in the struggles for constitutional review in
the late 1990s and ultimately the formation of the MDC in 1999. Most of the leaders of the women=s
movement became key players in the constitutional review processes of the National Constitutional
Assembly and the Constitutional Commission.
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19 Tekere later challenged Mugabe for the presidency in 1990. The current Zanu PF Minister of Information,
Jonathan Moyo, has done a thorough analysis of this election in his book, Voting for Democracy:  Electoral
Politics in Zimbabwe, op cit.

20 The NCA is the largest and most effective civic coalition in the whole of Zimbabwean history. It has
managed to build membership structures in every province and constituency within Zimbabwe. By February
2000, it had 700 institutional members and 100 000 individual members. NCA=s leadership is popularly
elected at a biannual congress.

21 L Sachikonye, Democracy, civil society and the state: Social movements in Southern Africa, Harare,
SAPES, 1995.

22 Schiphorst, op cit, p 21.

23 Parade Magazine, November 1988, col 25.

24 See, for example; Herald newspaper 13th April and12th May 1988 as well as the Chronicle newspaper 11th

May 1998. John Nkomo accused the ZCTU leaders of indiscipline, selfishness and failing to promote the
interests of workers. Later, Zanu PF openly attempted to impose party stalwarts like Charles Chikerema on
the ZCTU leadership.

25 This capacity to network with other civil society organizations   as well as its organizational  advantages
explains  why  ZCTU became  the leading organization  in the NCA and later on in the formation of the MDC.

26 See Herald newspaper, 2 February 1989.

27 See for example the Herald newspaper of 22 October 1988.

28 See Sunday Mail newspaper, 7 August 1988 and the Herald of 1 September 1988

29 See Madhuku and Sibanda, 1996:  130.

30 Ironically, Tsvangirayi is facing a substantially similar charge arising out of events that took place in 2001.

31 See Africa Confidential, 1 December 1989.

32 The most notable of the scandals involving top government officials were the United Merchant Bank
scandal that led to the near collapse of the Zimbabwe Building Society and the Cold Storage Commission; the
War Victims Compensation Fund scandal; the VIP Housing Scheme scandal; the National Oil Company of
Zimbabwe (NOCZIM) scam and the Grain Marketing Board scandal.

33 This general strike almost coincided with the Zanu PF Annual Congress held in Mutare, starting on 4
December 1997. In anticipation of adverse police interference, ZCTU made an urgent application for an
interdictory order to the High Court, but despite the existence of a court order, the police still violently broke
up the lawful protests in Harare. The strike attracted hundreds of thousands of supporters throughout the
rest of the country and was largely peaceful.

34 When the March attempt was foiled, the state sought to amend the Labour Relations Act with a view to
seriously curtailing the rights of workers to engage in strike action. This equally unsuccessful amendment
had been brought in via the Presidential Powers (Temporary Measures) Act. ZCTU launched litigation against
the proposed presidential amendment and before the matter could be placed before the court, the
Parliamentary Legal Committee issued an adverse report.

35 The Herald, 18 October 1998.

36 This report focused on five major areas, namely health, social welfare, the economy and agrarian issues,
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37 This meeting was held at the Women=s Bureau Centre in Hillside, Harare and was chaired by Gibson
Sibanda in his capacity as president of the ZCTU.

38 The Daily News, 13 September 1999.

39 A critical analysis of Zimbabwe=s first 19 years of independence shows that many of these same
commercial farmers supported Zanu PF and its leadership financially.

40 The race factor is a thorny one for many in the region, especially in South Africa. Thus Mugabe’s anti-
imperial and anti-white rhetoric resonated  with many victims of apartheid.  In a sense, once the spectre of
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an ever-present, megalomaniac white power elite was raised, Mugabe  was eternally shielded from scrutiny of
his shoddy human rights record.

41 See P Bond and M Manyanya, Zimbabwe’s plunge: Exhausted  nationalism, neoliberalism and the search
for social justice, Pietermaritzburg, University of Natal Press, 2002, pp 83-84; 93-103.

42 M Curtis, Comparative government and politics, Harper and Row Publishers, New York, 1968, p 135.

43 W N Chambers & W D Burnham The American party systems, Oxford University, USA, 1975, p 5.

44 H Hess, Party work in social democratic parties, Friedrich-Ebert Stiftung, Germany, 1996, p 15.
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46 P H Merkl, Modern comparative politics, Dryden Press, 1977, p 95.

47 Ibid.
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54 MDC (2001), Economic Stabilisation and Recovery Programme (BRIDGE), Harare, August. Note that at the
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55 This the phrase adopted by one of the international justice movement’s leading intellectuals,  Walden
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to class apartheid. Statistics South Africa, the official government statistical agency, released a report in
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