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The Johannesburg World Sumrit was the biggest United Nations conference ever
held. It was attended by 17 000 del egates, including 105 heads of state and
governnent. Altogether 180 countries were officially represented at the Sunmit.
In addition, 500 parallel events took place in Johannesburg and el sewhere in the
country. It is estimated that the total nunber of international del egates
attending the Sumrit and its parallel events was 37 000.

In our view the Wrld Summit on Sustainabl e Devel opment has opened the way for
the world to take new strides in the forenost challenge of our tinme - the
eradi cati on of poverty and cl osing the gap between rich and poor, conmbined with
protection of the environnent.

VWhat mattered as representatives of over 180 countries grappled with a whole
range of conplex and interrelated i ssues was that there should, at the end of it
all, be a critical mass of agreement on a new agenda for practical action that
coul d decisively alter the global franmework for sustainable devel opnent.

Madam Speaker, the Summit constituted a huge victory for hunan devel opnment and
for the environnment. It fulfilled a nunber of key objectives:

o The Summit created the correct balance of the three pillars of sustainable
devel opnent, which are social devel opnent, econonic growth and the
protection of the environnent. This is a decisive shift fromthe
predom nantly wrong perspective over the past decade that sustainable
devel opnent equals the protection of the environnent.

o The Sunmit enphatically pronounced that sustai nabl e devel opnent cannot be
achi eved separately fromthe quest to eradicate poverty, and that the
growi ng gap between rich and poor is one of the biggest threats to
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. Anpng the decisions in this regard is the
decision to establish a world poverty fund.

o The Sunmit introduced a major shift fromthe donor-recipient paradigmto
one that focuses on the obstacle to economic growth in poor countries
posed by the unfair global economc system \While there is agreenent to
increasing aid fromrich to poor countries, there is, nore inportantly, an
acknow edgenment that by far the biggest obstacle to poverty eradication is
| ack of market access and the anti-poor trade system

o The cause of the African continent was greatly advanced with the practica
focus on the New Partnership for Africa's Devel opnent.

o The Sunmit served to advance the cause of nultilateralismduring this
troubled tinme in the world. It asserted the centrality of the United
Nati ons and called for denocratic gl obal governance.

o The Sunmt brought a gl obal focus on the state of the environnent, and
renewed high-level commitnment to environnental protection.



Deci si ons

The Johannesburg Pl an of |nplenentation, which was adopted by consensus,
i ncludes programes to deliver water, energy, health care, agricultura
devel opnent and a better environment for the world's poor

New targets will have enornous inpact on the gl obal agenda:

o In addition to the already agreed target of halving the nunber of people
unabl e to access safe drinking water by 2015, it was agreed also to hal ve
t he nunmber of people w thout basic sanitation by 2015.

o Countries agreed to reverse the trend in biodiversity |Ioss by 2010 and to
restore collapsed fish stocks by 2015.

0o Chemicals with a detrinmental health inpact will be phased out by 2020.

o Energy services will be extended to 35% of African househol ds over the
next 10 years.

We believe that the Johannesburg Sunmit shifted the focus of world | eaders from
policy debates to the real task of "making it happen" and achi eving high-Ievel
comm tments by heads of state and | eaders from business and civil society to
neet the goals set. As testinmony to this, many concrete actions, countries and
st akehol ders announced partnershi ps and funding targets. Over 300 partnerships
were |aunched, including 32 energy initiatives, 21 water programes and 32
progranmes for biodiversity and ecosystem nanagenent.

The South African Parlianent played an instrunmental role in the Sunmt.
Firstly, the extraordinary neeting of the Inter-Parlianmentary Union at the
Sandton Sun Hotel that was attended by an official nultiparty del egati on of nore
than 25 nenbers and, secondly, the Workshop on Clean Air and Cl ean Water
facilitated by Parlianmentarians for G obal Action and co-hosted by South
Africa's Mnistries of Health and Water Affairs and Forestry, and attended by 16
nmenmbers of parlianent from South Africa.

The Parlianmentary Wrkshop on Cean Air and Cean Water was a uni que forumthat
brought together nenbers of parlianent fromover 100 countries, including South
Africa, with | eading environnental experts, non-governnmental organisations and
busi ness | eaders to highlight the success of legislation to reduce air and water
pollution and illustrate the potential to inplenent simlar acts

i nternationally.

Menbers of parlianment also played a pronminent role in the dobal Cvil Society
For um

Foll ow-up in South Africa

Governnment is in the process of developing a detailed response to the
Johannesbur g deci sions. However, it has already been decided that al
departnents are to integrate the Johannesburg Plan of Inplenentation into their
work. It is government's view that sustainable devel opment should not be
regarded as an add-on, but should be an organic part of what we do. We nust
avoi d the danger of naking sustai nabl e devel opnent the responsibility of just
one organ of state. Sustainable devel opnent is very nuch about integrated
gover nment .

(This is an abridged version of the statenment to Parlianment).



