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I nt roducti on

1. Representatives of African civil society organisations (CSGs),
neeting in Durban, South Africa from1l to 2 July 2002, net to discuss
the role of CSGs with respect to the African Union (AU and the New
Partnership for Africa' s Devel opment (NEPAD).

2. Participants welconmed the creation of the AU as a |andmark in
the process of shared aspirations for African unity, on the continent
and in the diaspora. CSCs have raised many critical concerns about the
NEPAD initiative around its proposed principles and strategies,
| egiti macy, process and out cones.

However, CSGs remain hopeful that NEPAD, as an initiative, will be a
mani festation of the African renaissance with common strategies for
overconing inpoverishment, and achieving gender equity on the
continent, as well as playing a magjor role in facilitating economc
viability for Africa in the gl obal econony.

3. Partici pants wel coned the grow ng engagement between the QAU AU

and CSCs, as nanifest in the two QAU-CSO neetings held in Addis Ababa
in June 2001 and June 2002, as well as the Synposiumon the AU
convened on 3 March 2002 in Addis Ababa, and fully endorsed their
out cones. Appl auding the denocratic principles underpinning the
Constitutive Act of the AU participants called upon the NEPAD
Inpl ementation Conmmittee to engage wth African CSGs on a simlar
basis of full consultation and parti ci pati on.

4. Di scussions were wi de-rangi ng and passi onate and were inforned
by a nunber of basic themes. Prom nent anong these was a recognition
that denocratisation and civil society were a reality that coul d not
be ignored. The denands for greater participation of all vul nerable
gr oups, t hat is wonen, the youth, and the disabled recurred
throughout. The nmeeting recognised the threat of HV and AIDS to
Africa's prospects and acknow edged the fight against the pandem c as
a priority for all as well as the causes of naternal nortality. Fight
agai nst these communi cable diseases should be prenmised on the
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eradi cati on of poverty.

However, participants acknow edged that nuch nore needed to be

done to realise the objectives of the AU and the NEPAD programme. The
neeting convened into five working groups to pursue these issues
namely the role of civil society on (1) governance and denocracy and
NEPAD; (2) peace and security; (3) AU Organs; (4) devel opment and
resource nobilisation; and (5) youth developrment. The neeting then
agreed to the foll ow ng reconmrendat i ons.

The nmeeting had extensive briefing and di scussion on the issue

of human security. It took note of the centrality of hunman security in
the overall effort being deployed at national, regional and
continental level towards sustainable developnent, and resolved to
recomrend that devel opment policies of African governnents shoul d be
i nformed by this concept.

Recomrendat i ons

Cognisant of the proposed AU Gender Drectorate for the
effective mainstreamng of gender in the AU a Conm ssioner with an
exclusive nmandate on gender issues needs to be designated, and
provided with adequate financial, hunman and nmaterial resources.
Recognising the fact that African states have ratified the UN
Convention on the EHimnation of All Forns of D scrimnation Agai nst
Voren (1979), we therefore demand that all structures of NEPAD and the
AU nmeet the Beijing Platformmni numof 30% wonen representatives on
the way to full gender equality.

A Speci al i sed Technical Conmittee on Gender (in accordance wth
Article 14 of the Constitutive Act of the AU needs to be established
within 3-6 nonths of the adoption of this report.

The Assenbly of Heads of State should expedite the ratification

of the Additional Protocol to the African Charter on Hurman and
People's R ghts Establishing the African Court of Hunman and Peopl e
Rights and recognise its independence fromthe Court of Justice. Al
civil society organisations within the continent nmust |obby their
governnments to expedite this process. A Human Rights Conmttee needs
to be set up under the Specialised Technical Conmttees Establishnment
and Conposi tion.

The Assenbly of Heads of State shoul d expedite the establishnent

of the GCourt of Justice by appointing judges to the court and giving
them autonony with respect to setting rules and regul ations for the
Court.

It is necessary to strengthen the role and capacity of African

wonen, in particular wonmen econonists in the engendering and
managenent of fiscal and financial policy on the continent, and for
institutions to maximse access to low incone groups, especially
wonen.
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Financial institutions and other organs of the AU should be held
accountable and nmonitored within a framework of good governance and
corporate responsibility.

A people centred approach to regional integration, based on
sub-regi onal schemes, would be the best framework to address the
continent's devel opment and shoul d be regarded as the building bl ocks
towards greater unity and integration within the AU

A focus on accel erated rural devel opnent with a special focus on
agriculture as the key devel opnmental priority of NEPAD shoul d gui de an
i nward | ooki ng nodel of accunul ati on.

The econom ¢ policy framework should be facilitated by a strong

and inclusive developnental state which engages various |evels of
society in producing a devel opnental plan and gui des markets to focus
on internal investnent and resource nobilisation.

The AU is urged to facilitate free novenent of people and goods
across borders in particular to facilitate people-to-to people
interaction and trade as a basis for inward-oriented devel oprment.

The AU should pronote the wuse of existing networks of the
continent's research institutions to strengthen its policy formulation
capacity, and ensure that the Pan African Parlianent has a strong
policy research capacity.

The AU should pronote and protect the wuse of indigenous

know edge systens in the continental agrarian practices within the
framework of the Convention of Biological Diversity of Agenda 21
endorsed by the QAU and within Trade Related Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS) to ensure indigenous resources are used for Africa's
devel oprent .

African | eadership needs to recommt to and inplenent the Lusaka
Agreenent as well as encourage the fornation of partnerships with
civil society. The inclusion of civil society in government processes
is inportant and should be strengthened and highlighted to society at
large. In pronoting peace and security, the building of partnerships
between civil society and governments should be based on genui ne
respect for and recognition of |ocal know edge.

Traditional as well faith | eaders should be encouraged to engage
with the AU and participate in the deliberations of NEPAD

Emi nent nenbers of civil society should formpart of the panel

of elders or the wise. This should include exenplary former heads of
state and government and/or politicians, traditional |eaders and el der
community nen and women that wll advise the Peace and Security
Council of the AU There is provision for the PSCto call on civi
society to make reconmrendations and in this regard, civil society nust
make reconmmendations and have input on early warning systens and ot her
conflict prevention and resol uti on nechani sns.
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The AU should place youth at the centre of devel oprent,
including skills devel opnent programres for youth. There is need for
statutory youth councils at national levels, to be |linked to regional
youth structures aligned to regional econom c bl ocks such as ECOMS,
SADC, COMVESA and I GAD, as well as to a continental youth council that
will interface with the AU

CSGs should energetically monitor the commitments nade by
African Heads of State at Abuja in April 2001, including the target of
15% of budget to be spent on health, and the annual report on progress
in conbatting H V/ AIDS and ot her infectious di seases to be presented
to the AU Summit.

On the role of civil society on governance and denocracy as wel |
as inrelation to NEPAD, it should engage with the AUin a variety of
ways.

CSGs nust take every opportunity to engage with NEPAD, both
through AU institutions such as the ECCSOCC and through NEPAD
nmechani sms  such as the APRM G vil society denmands representation in
NEPAD deci si on- maki ng processes and structures. In parallel, CSGs nust
set up their own nmonitoring systemto nonitor NEPAD, based on nerve
centres in the five key countries that form the NEPAD Steering
Committee plus Addis  Ababa. These should be for advocacy,
comruni cation and dissemnation of information. W demand that the
AU s institutions for accountability and oversight, namely the PAP,
ECOSOCC and the African Court of Justice be set up inmmediately and
denocratised as quickly and thoroughly as possible. Al governments
should be encouraged to nove inmediately to ratify the PAP protocol
and deposit the instruments of ratification with the AU conm ssion.

Gvil society should devel op a nonitoring mechanismto eval uate
t he performance of NEPAD nenber countries independent of the APRM

Ogans of civil society should develop their own codes of
conduct and nonitoring nechani snms for their own perfornance.

CSGs on the continent are encouraged to interact with simlar
organi sations throughout the world, in particular with African
organi sations in the diaspora and CSGs in the gl obal South.

Africans at all Ilevels need to know nore about NEPAD, its
constituent parts and other regional and sub-regional initiatives and
institutions. NEPAD Secretariat should undertake a publicity canpaign
and consult as widely as possible with all stakehol ders. Al docunents
should be translated into as nmany African | anguages as possibl e and
di ssemnated using different nedia. A special effort should be made to
provide transl ation services in NEPAD, AU and CSO neeti ngs.

VW urge that the elective principle be applied in constituting

ECOSOCC, rather than having representatives appoi nted by governmnents.
W also reconmend the setting up of a meeting between representatives
of CSCs and the AU to deternine the nodalities of ECOSCCC s
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establishnent as well its protocol and other appropriate instrumnents.
Concl usi on

Gvil society resolved that continuing engagenent with AU and

NEPAD nust be an ongoing priority. CSCs in all their varying
mani festations should engage with states and continental initiatives
and institutions, and vice versa.

African unity and devel opnent have | ong been a vision of African
people. African civil society, therefore, resolves to be vigilant in
ensuring that African leaders remain true to their conmmtnents as
enunciated in both the Constitutive Act of the AU and the principles
of the NEPAD process.



